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Minutes of the August 18, 2021 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Preneed Recovery Fund Committee 

 

Wednesday, August 18, 2021 
 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of 
Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ Preneed Recovery Fund Committee convened in Room 
#1960 on the 19th floor of the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts located at 77 
South High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 for its regular meeting to discuss the Committee’s 
business. 
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Horne 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson George Horne, II called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Executive Director of 
the Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members 
were in attendance of the meeting: 
 
Amanda E. Crates; George Horne, II; Edward C. Nurre, Jr.; Thomas Taneff 
 
The following personnel of the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors were also in 
attendance: Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin and William Wappner, board members; Derek Bogner, 
preneed compliance administrator/analyst; Jarrod Williams of the board office; and Senior 
Assistant Attorney General Stephanie Slone, board counselor. 
 
Jack E. Lechner, Jr., of Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science of Cincinnati, Ohio was also 
present. 
 
George Horne welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Horne stated that there were no meeting minutes for consideration because the 
committee did not convene in July.  He added the only item listed on the meeting agenda is 
consideration of applications from individuals seeking reimbursement from the Preneed 
Recovery Fund.   
 
Mr. Horne asked Derek Bogner to introduce the first application.  Mr. Bogner thanked Mr. 
Horne and announced the Committee would begin with case number CO2021-9707prf. 
 
Edward Nurre informed that the funeral director alleged to have misappropriated preneed 
funeral funds in the application is still an active licensee and the funeral home is still 
operating. 
 
There was discussion among the committee members about the ability to charge the licensee  
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with misappropriation of preneed funeral funds with the knowledge of allegations within the application.   
 
Board Counselor Stephanie Slone reminded committee members that charges of violation would need to be 
initiated by the Board. 
 
Thomas Taneff asked why the Board should assume liability for this matter.  Mr. Taneff suggested the 
responsibility lies with the funeral director to return any misappropriated funds. 
 
Mr. Nurre asked if there was a new funeral director actually-in-charge at the funeral home.  Derek Bogner 
responded to Mr. Nurre by informing there was a new FDAIC at this facility. 
 
Mr. Taneff offered an example of responsibility in a hypothetical scenario.  He stated that if an associate of his 
law practice was found to have stolen funds from a client of the practice, Mr. Taneff – as the owner – would be 
considered responsible and held accountable for the client’s loss. 
 
Edward Nurre agreed with Mr. Taneff ‘s example and added that regardless of who actually misappropriated 
the preneed funeral funds in this case, the Board holds the funeral director actually-in-charge responsible. 
 
Jon Rettig commented that funeral homes today are more likely to change ownership (sale) of the business 
without changing ownership of the preneed funeral contracts.  He added that sometimes the preneed is not 
part of the deal. 
 
George Horne suggested the committee table the application to the next meeting to allow for opportunity to 
investigate charging the licensee involved in the case. 
 
Thomas Taneff moved for the Committee to approve tabling the application in compliance case number 
CO2021-9707prf.  Amanda Crates seconded the motion.  Chairperson Horne asked for discussion on the 
motion.  There was no discussion. 
 
Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by Amanda Crates 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0    
 
Derek Bogner introduced the next application for consideration in compliance case number CO2021-10051prf.  
Mr. Horne informed all that this claim of misappropriation is related to former funeral director Nancy Coreno. 
 
Mr. Bogner read his summary report and concluded with his recommendation to reimburse the claim.  Mr. 
Taneff asked for confirmation on the time one is limited to in obtaining a copy of a cancelled check.  Mr. Bogner 
responded to Mr. Taneff by stating banks are only keeping record for seven years, sometimes as little as five 
years.   
 
Adriana Sfalcin asked if funeral homes are insured for theft from employees.  George Horne responded to Ms. 
Sfalcin by stating that it is an optional coverage – much like any other insurance, you include it to your policy if 
you need it and can afford it.   
 
Mr. Taneff asked if the claimant could apply to the Ohio Attorney General’s Victims of Crime Fund.  Stephanie 
Slone responded to Mr. Taneff by stating that the fund typically compensates only to victims of violent crimes. 
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Thomas Taneff moved for the Committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
Preneed Recovery Fund Application Form in compliance case number CO2021-10051prf and issue a payment in 
the amount of $4,725.00 from the preneed recovery fund.  The motion was seconded by Amanda Crates.  Mr. 
Horne asked for discussion on the motion.  There was none. 
 
Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by Amanda Crates 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
Derek Bogner introduced the next application for consideration in compliance case number CO2021-3266prf.  
He reminded all that this case included two applications for reimbursement because a husband and wife 
purchased a preneed funeral package from the funeral home at a total cost of $11,000.00.  The contract was 
written to include services for both.  The wife died in September 2020 and the husband is living.  Mr. Bogner 
read his summary report and concluded with his recommendation to reimburse the claim. 
   
Amanda Crates asked if the claims for reimbursement should be separated.  Board Counselor Stephanie Slone 
stated that the Committee could do that.  Ms. Crates followed up with a suggestion to issue two separate 
reimbursement checks in equal amounts to reflect the loss of each. 
 
George Horne shared his opinion on reimbursing living persons. 
 
Edward Nurre agreed with Ms. Crates suggestion to separate the reimbursement payments.  He added that the 
husband’s portion will be contributed towards new funeral arrangements, while the wife ’s will cover some of 
the cost of the second funeral that was performed. 
 
There was discussion among the committee members about splitting the reimbursement amount. 
 
Edward Nurre moved for the Committee to approve providing a recommendation to the Board to approve the 
Preneed Recovery Fund Application Form in compliance case number CO2021-3266prf and issue two separate 
payments in the amount of $5,500.00 to the husband from the preneed recovery fund.  The motion was 
seconded by Amanda Crates.  Mr. Horne asked for discussion on the motion. 
 
Amanda Crates remarked that the issuance of two checks seems to be a cleaner record of the reimbursement. 
 
There was further discussion among the committee members about the payment. 
 
Motion by Edward Nurre, second by Amanda Crates 
Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre, Thomas Taneff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
Jon Rettig requested of Chairperson Horne if he may speak on the Board’s laws and rules regarding 
subrogation.  He shared his opinion on compliance case number CO2021-9707prf discussed earlier during the 
meeting.  Mr. Rettig wondered how a reimbursement from the Preneed Recovery Fund in cases like this would 
later affect the Board.  Mr. Rettig stated that this case would be the first in which a claim has involved an active 
licensee and recommended the Board seek guidance from board counsel how to apply Chapter 4717.41 of the 
[Ohio] Revised Code and 4717-14-15 of the Administrative Code.  There was discussion among the committee 
members about Mr. Rettig’s recommendation. 
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George Horne asked if there was any further business to come before the Preneed Recovery Fund Committee.  
There was none. 
 
George Horne moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Adriana Sfalcin. 
 
Motion by George Horne, second by Adriana Sfalcin 
Roll-call vote: Yes: George Horne, Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin, William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 4/0 
 
Chairperson Horne thanked all for attending the committee meeting. 
 
August 18, 2021, meeting of the Preneed Recovery Fund Committee adjourned at 10:29 a.m. 
 
 
 
      
 

 

 


